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WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW.

FLORIDA LAW DOES NOT RECOGNIZE CANCER-RELATED PAIN AS A QUALIFYING
CONDITION FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA; HOWEVER, CHRONIC PAIN IS A QUALIFYING CONDITION.!

A physician may determine that pain associated with a legally recognized condition,
such as cancer, can be treated with medical marijuana.

WHAT IS CANCER-RELATED PAIN?

Pain is a common symptom in people with cancer. It can be caused by the tumor itself, its
effects on the body, or by cancer treatments such as surgery, radiation or chemotherapy.??
Cancer-related pain can be acute (short-term) or chronic (long-term) and may feel like a
dull ache or a sharp, burning sensation.?

CAN MEDICAL MARIJUANA HELP WITH CANCER-RELATED PAIN?

Current evidence remains insufficient to recommend for or against the use of medical
marijuana in managing cancer-related pain.*

Some studies suggest that non-smoking forms of medical marijuana may provide mild
cancer pain relief compared with placebo, but newer studies usually do not support this.*®
Studies that assessed non-smoking forms of medical marijuana for cancer-related pain
found more side effects compared with placebo, especially sleepiness and dizziness.®

For more information about medical marijuana and chronic pain, see Medical Marijuana for
Pain, What You Should Know.

WHAT SHOULD | ASK MY HEALTHCARE PROVIDER?

1. Discuss any prescription medications you 2. Report and discuss any concerning
are taking, including those for cancer, pain, effects of medical marijuana with your
depression, or autoimmune disorders. physician.

Tell your provider about any other health Medical marijuana can cause side effects
problems you have. There are many possible such as sleepiness, dizziness, confusion,
interactions between medical marijuana and and a fast heartbeat.* Therefore, regular
diseases, or other substances.** If you are communication with your healthcare
using medical marijuana, opioids and other provider can assist in identifying risks and
types of pain medications, such as side effects.

amitriptyline, may require dose adjustments

guided by a physician.®
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Clinical Outcomes Research

- Q For more information, please visit the Consortium for Medical Marijuana Clinical Outcomes Research at mmjoutcomes.org.
O make healthcare decisions. Please consult your healthcare provider to find out what treatment options are available for you.


https://mmjoutcomes.org/media/mmj/MMJ-for-pain-compressed.pdf

