EDUCATIONAL SERIES:

MEDICAL MARIJUANA  [iEfinsowerss
FOR CANCER?
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW.

FLORIDA LAW FORMALLY RECOGNIZES CANCERS AS A QUALIFYING
CONDITION FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA.!

WHAT ARE CANCERS?

« Cancer refers to a large number of diseases where some cells in the body start to grow out
of control, spreading to distant parts of the body, where they can continue to grow.2 These
abnormal cells can harm the body because they do not work as they should.

+ There are many types of cancers, such as lung cancer, breast cancer, or colon cancer.

+ Symptoms vary depending on where the cancer is in the body and how much it has
progressed, and may include unusual lumps, unexplained weight loss, extreme tiredness,
pain, changes in the skin, bleeding, or changes in bathroom habits.?

CAN MEDICAL MARIJUANA CURE CANCERS OR RELATED SYMPTOMS?

There is no high quality evidence that medical marijuana can cure cancers.*

Some studies of the chemicals found in medical marijuana (known as cannabinoids)
suggest that some of them can be helpful in treating nausea and vomiting from cancer
chemotherapy.4® The effect of medical marijuana on cancer treatment-related symptoms
are described in other information sheets in this series.

Like prescription medicines, medical marijuana can cause side effects, such as feeling
confused, dizzy, tired or sick to your stomach.*

1. Discuss any prescription medications you 2. Report and discuss any
are taking, including those for cancer (e.g., concerning effects of medical
immunotherapy), pain, depression, or marijuana with your physician.

autoimmune disorders. o .
There are many possible interactions

Tell your provider about your type of cancer, between medical marijuana, diseases,

your treatment, and any other health medications, and other substances.
problems you have. Certain compounds Therefore, regular communication with your
found in medical marijuana may possibly healthcare provider can assist in identifying
interact with common medications and may risks.

require further dosing adjustments that

should be guided by a physician.*
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Oq . For more information, please visit the Consortium for Medical Marijuana Clinical Outcomes Research at mmjoutcomes.org.
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make healthcare decisions. Please consult your healthcare provider to find out what treatment options are available for you.



