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Opening Remarks: Welcome to the Board Members
Dr. Max Orezzoli, chair of the Consortium board, called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM ET and welcomed the board members and reminded them to submit their financial conflict of interest forms. He handed the meeting over to Dr. Winterstein, Consortium director, to discuss the Consortium research plan for 2026-2027. 

Overview of Consortium Research Plan 2026-2027
Dr. Winterstein presented the Consortium Research Plan for 2026-2027 and highlighted outputs and progress under each of the five consortium pillars. The Grants Program, over its 8 cycles, has awarded 70 research awards totaling more than $4.5 million to faculty from 8 of its member universities. Dr. Winterstein discussed a new timeline that moves award start dates from July 1 to October 1, 2026, ending on September 30, 2027. This allows principal investigators a full year to complete their proposed research and have until October 31, 2027, to submit their final report. 
MEMORY now includes 1.7 million certified users with linked Medicaid and Medicare claims data. The MEMORY team is conducting several studies, including driving safety risk of motor vehicle crashes, pain management in long-term opioid users, utilization patterns during pregnancy, AI-based prediction of cannabis use disorder, cardiac safety, and health outcomes among adolescents and young adults. 
The Clinical Core will continue its publications and data sharing of Medical Marijuana and Me (M3) data and support the development of clinical trial proposals (e.g., Investigational New Drug Application (IND) applications) and maintain the CARMMA database and participant registry. The Clinical Core will also begin to conduct a feasibility study for an innovative randomized trial to compare different types of MMJ products from dispensaries without requiring IND approval. In addition, it is collaborating on a prospective National Cannabis Study led by Dr. Ryan Vandry at Johns Hopkins University involving 10,000 patients. 
The Evidence Core is continuing to work on the Evidence in Context series as well as developing patient info sheets. The Evidence Core has also collaborated with the Florida Medical Association (FMA) to develop continuing education (CE) courses about medical cannabis safety and effectiveness. The physician course is required for all physicians seeking authorization to certify patients for medical marijuana use, while the Medical Director course is required for all medical marijuana treatment centers (MMTCs) medical directors to obtain MMTC licensure.
Outreach for the upcoming year will involve organizing the annual conference, the Cannabis Clinical Outcomes Research Conference (CCORC), continuing the quarterly newsletter, keeping the website up to date, and participating in conference exhibits. Dr. Winterstein highlighted that the next CCORC in 2027 will be a collaboration between the Mid-Atlantic Cannabinoid Research Collaborative (MACRC), Institute of Cannabis Research (ICR) at Colorado State University–Pueblo in partnership with the National Interdisciplinary Cannabis Symposium (NICS), and Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research (CMCR) at the University of California San Diego. The joint conference will be called NCRC 2027: Uniting Cannabinoid Research, Clinical Care, Law, and Policy. An R13 proposal for funding support has been submitted to NIH. Tentative dates for this conference are in late October 2027. 
Consortium’s Funding Update & Budget Proposal FY27
Dr. Winterstein provided an overview of the Consortium’s research plan for fiscal year 2027. The Consortium will continue the Grants Program, outreach activities, and CCORC planning. Additional info sheets and evidence in context series will be forthcoming, and the Clinical Core will continue M3 analyses for publications and its collaboration with Johns Hopkins University’s Cannabis Science Laboratory, which will help facilitate recruitment for the National Cannabis Study through an expanded consortium registry of medical-cannabis patients. The clinical core will also initiate a new feasibility study for an innovative randomized trial to compare different types of MMJ products from dispensaries without an IND. Continued MEMORY studies will focus on driving safety, opioid use, and MMJ use in children and during pregnancy. MEMORY linkages will be expanded with M3 survey data and UF Health Electronic Health Records. 
Dr. Winterstein shared that Consortium funding will remain the same at $1,500,000 and shared the proposed budget allocation for FY27. 
Comments and Vote on Approval for FY27 Budget 
Dr. McCurdy proposed a motion to approve the FY27 budget. The board approved the budget as presented. No board member opposed the decision, and no board members abstained from voting. 
Public Comments
There were no public remarks.
Closing Remarks
Dr. Orezzoli thanked Dr. Winterstein and the team, as well as all the board members, for their service. Dr. Winterstein also expressed thanks to the board members and hoped to see them all at CCORC in November. 
Adjournment 
Dr. Orezzoli adjourned the meeting at 1:52 PM ET. 

