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meeting Minutes

Consortium for Medical Marijuana Clinical Outcomes Research: 
Board Meeting 


Thursday, June 18th, 2026, at 10:00 am (EDT)
Remote Connection via Zoom

Board Members Present:
Christopher R. McCurdy 
Nicole Ennis
Jacqueline Sagen
William Anderson
Dinender K. Singla
Peter Holland
Troy Quast 
Candice Sareli

Board Members Absent:
Max C. E. Orezzoli
Charles A. Weatherford
Martha S. Rosenthal

Team Members Present:
Almut G. Winterstein
Jeevan Jyot
Allison Veliz 

Opening Remarks
Dr. Dinender Singla, vice chair of the Consortium board, called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM EDT and welcomed all board members. Dr. Singla gave a welcome to new board members Dr. Nicole Ennis and Dr. Candice Sareli. 

Consortium Funding Update
Dr. Almut Winterstein, director of the Consortium, welcomed everyone and gave a brief report of Consortium progress. The Consortium has not yet received confirmation that the annual $1.5 million of funding has been approved. Dr. Almut Winterstein handed the meeting over to Dr. Jeevan Jyot to discuss the Grants program summary and scoring method. 

Discussion of Grant Proposals Scoring Method
The Consortium received 34 Letters of Intent (LOIs) and after review and board approval, 31 full proposals were invited and 28 full proposals received. Those proposals were reviewed by out of state ad-hoc reviewers with demonstrated expertise in the respective research area, using NIH scoring guidelines.

Dr. Jyot provided an overview of the scoring method. Board members in attendance that had conflicts with reviewed proposals were removed from the Zoom room while discussions were taking place. No Consortium faculty in attendance had conflicts of interests with any proposal reviewed. The Board began discussion on funding the renewal of the level 2 award from the 2025 grants cycle. Based on the evaluation of the year 1 progress report, the board agreed to grant second year funding for the proposal. Dr. Singla recommended the board triage proposals submitted in this cycle that had an overall impact score of 3.5 or higher. All members agreed and the remaining 14 proposals were discussed in order, starting from those with the best overall impact scores. 

Review of Grant Proposals Based on Reviewer Scores
Based upon the suggested approach, the individual proposal together with the reviewer comments were discussed in detail. Dr. Jyot briefly described each proposal to the board, highlighted strengths and weaknesses reported by reviewers and initiated discussion. The board members also assessed each proposal’s relevance to the Consortium’s research mission, immediate clinical and/or demonstrable translational relevance to inform medical use of marijuana and outcomes of its use, as well as responsiveness to the Consortium research priorities. Due to timing restraints, the Board could not discuss all 14 proposals and moved to schedule a follow-up meeting next week to finish reviewing each proposal and finalize funding decisions.

Public Comments
None were submitted.

Closing Remarks 
Dr. Singla and Dr. Winterstein closed the meeting by thanking the board members and reconvening the following week. 

Adjournment
Dr. Singla adjourned the meeting at 12:00 PM with plans to meet next week to finalize funding decisions. 


Tuesday, June 23rd, 2026, at 12:00 Noon (EDT)
Remote Connection via Zoom

Board Members Present:
Christopher R. McCurdy 
Nicole Ennis
Jacqueline Sagen
Dinender K. Singla
Peter Holland
Troy Quast 
Martha S. Rosenthal

Board Members Absent:
Max C. E. Orezzoli
Charles A. Weatherford
William Anderson
Candice Sareli

Team Members Present:
Almut G. Winterstein
Jeevan Jyot
Robert Cook
Yan Wang

Opening Remarks
Dr. Dinender Singla, vice chair of the Consortium board, called the meeting to order at 12:02 PM EDT and welcomed all board members with the aim of finalizing the grant funding decisions at the meeting.

Review of Grant Proposals Based on Reviewer Scores
Dr. Jeevan Jyot provided a recap summary of the first meeting where some funding decisions had been made. The remaining set of proposals with an overall impact average score of 3.5 that had not yet been discussed were highlighted.  Dr. Jyot briefly described each proposal to the board, highlighted strengths and weaknesses reported by reviewers and initiated discussion. The board members also assessed each proposal’s relevance to the Consortium’s research mission, immediate clinical and/or demonstrable translational relevance to inform medical use of marijuana and outcomes of its use, as well as responsiveness to the Consortium research priorities. 

Based upon the discussions and the available funding, the board agreed to fund a total of eight proposals, six of these were for the one-year level, and one for level 2 funding. One additional proposal initially funded in 2025 for level 2 funding, was approved for year 2 funding based on a progress report. 

Public Comments
None were submitted.

Closing Remarks 
Dr. Singla and Dr. Winterstein closed the meeting by thanking the board members.

Adjournment
Dr. Singla adjourned the meeting at 1:00 PM with plans to meet in fall for budget approval for next fiscal year. 
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